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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



In compliance with the duty to disclose information material to patentability pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully requested that this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement be entered and the documents listed on attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the 
Examiner and made of record. Copies of the listed documents are enclosed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .98(a). The listed documents were cited by the Office in co-pending application Serial No. 
09/917,127, filed on July 27, 2001, and directed to a related invention. 



Serial No. 10/624,833 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h), filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or an 
admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). Further, no representation is made by Applicants herein that no 
other possible material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 (b) exists. 

U.S. Patent Documents 
U.S. Patent No. Publication Date Patentee 

US - 6,331,450 12/2001 Uemura 



Applicants offer to supply any explanation or discussion of the document which the 
Examiner feels is necessary or desirable and which is requested. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits. 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.uov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office 
that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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